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BACKGROUND

From the outset of the House and Senate Select Committees on
Intelligence, you have directed the entire Executive branch ta
cooperate and provide materials requested by the Committee, subject

to a narrow exception in the case of certain materials such as references

-

to techniques, agents and sources. You specifically stated that under
no circumstances would you permit the Executive branch to cover up =

evidence of illegal actions or failures by the intelligence community. .

jected to by Executive branch intelligence officials. The passage containe

the four words referring to a communications security.

Two days later, Assistant Attorney General Lee read to the Pike
Committee a statermnent authorized by you, to the effect that the Executive
branch would decline to provide additional classified materials until the

Committee satisfactorily altered its position concerning declassificati

Although the Church Committee in the Senate hgs'lg_ubpﬁenagd

certain documents concerning .Cyprus, we generally have a good working.

relationship with them as to procedure for transmitting classified i
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